
1 SPEAKING Answer the questions.

1 Which artists do the photos show? W hat were 
they famous for?

2 Which artist's work might appear
on a T-shirt? as a ringtone? on a postcard?

STRATEGY

Summarizing what you read
When you summarize a text, it is important to focus on 
the main ideas and describe them in your own words.

To summarize a text:
underline the main ideas or facts (dates, people, places, 
etc.) in the paragraph.
paraphrase the information that you have chosen, 
using your own words. Try to use synonyms, 
use linking words to connect the information.

2 Read the strategy. Work in pairs. Student A read 
about Picasso and student B read about Mozart. 
Underline the main ideas, then complete the chart. 
Tell your partner about the person you read about.

W hen  / W here born

W hen first created art

W hat created

Childhood activities

Greatest achievem ents

Most surprising fact

3 Read about the other artist and answer the questions.

According to the texts, which artist:
1 surprised people when he was born?
2 could create new work while he was doing 

something else?
3 didn't mind being punished at school?
4 travelled a lot when he was very young?
5 offended people with their work?
6 experienced financial problems?
7 was interrogated about a crime?
8 didn't complete his final work?

4  SPEAKING Answer the questions.

1 W hat are the similarities and differences between 
Mozart and Picasso?

2 How  do you think their teachers and classmates 
felt about them?

3 What do you think are the advantages and 
disadvantages of being a child genius?

The stories behind
You m ight see a  Picasso painting printed on aT-shirt 
o r hear M o za rt’s Piano Sonata  music played as a 
ringtone on a  phone, but how  m uch do you know 
about these artists? Picasso and M ozart w ere  both 
child geniuses, but w ith  ve ry  d ifferent stories ...

Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)
W hen Picasso was born in 
Malaga,Spain in 1881,the 
midwife thought he was 
stillborn. Luckily the doctor, 
who was smoking a cigar, 
blew some smoke into the 
baby's face and Pablo started 
screaming. Picasso was alive 
and well, to everyone’s relief!

Pablo Picasso was a born artist and to prove it, his 
first word was piz, short for lapiz (pencil in Spanish).
His father Ruiz, who was an art professor, recognized 
his son’s talent and taught him from the age of seven.
Picasso completed his first painting when he was nine 
(Le Picador).

Between 1892 and 1897, Picasso studied art in 
Madrid and Barcelona. His work showed a brilliance 
and maturity that was years ahead of his classmates, but 
Picasso was not a good student. He was sick and tired of 
school, so he didn't listen to his teachers. As punishment 
he was put in a room on his own.‘I took along a sketch 
pad and drew ...,' said Picasso later.‘I could have stayed 
there forever, drawing without stopping.'

Eventually Picasso left art school and went to Paris, 
where he met a painter and sculptor called Georges 
Braque. Picasso began to experiment and through trial 
and error produced many different styles. One of these 
styles was Cubism, which grew into an art movement 
founded by Picasso and Braque. Braque and Picasso 
used squares and triangles in their paintings and 
showed the front and side view of people at the same 
time. Picasso used this technique in his most famous 
works, such as Les Demoiselles d’Avignon ( 1907) and 
Guernica ( 1937). Many people found the style shocking 
and controversial, but others recognized his genius.

W hile  he was in Paris, Picasso also made friends with 
the poet Apollinaire, who sometimes bought stolen 
paintings. In I9 I I,when the Mona Lisa was stolen 
from the Louvre, the police arrested Apollinaire and 
questioned Picasso. Fortunately, both were released, 
and the Mona Lisa turned up in Italy two years later.

Picasso enjoyed much success in his life and could 
pick and choose what he painted, but he never stopped 
experimenting.That's why he is known as El Maestro 
(or the master) of Modem Art.
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Vocabulary: abstract nouns: talent; phrases with and; describing 
art; compound adjectives: describing events; synonyms: evaluative 
adjectives

the names
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756-1791)
Like Picasso, Mozart was a child genius - he wrote 
musical notes before he could write words and began 
composing music when he was only four years old.
One day, his father came home from church and found 
Wolfgang at his desk.There were bits and pieces of 
paper everywhere and at first his father was angry. 
Then he realized that the child had written a sonata 
for the piano.When he commented that it was difficult 
to play, little Wolfgang replied,‘not with some practice,' 
and began to play the piece himself Mozart went on to 
write his first symphony at the age of nine.

The Mozart family were very talented and his sister, 
Maria Anna, was also a brilliant musician.The family 
lived in Austria, but the two children and their father 
toured Europe several times, travelling far and wide. 
Unfortunately, the children often fell ill. But thanks to his 
travels, Mozart learned fifteen different languages.

During Mozart's life, many people admired the 
beauty and originality of his music.Young Mozart 
could compose anything, anywhere -  during meals, 
while talking to friends, or while travelling on a coach.
He composed very quickly and wrote huge amounts 
of music -  more than 600 pieces in all, including 
symphonies, piano concertos and fine Kleine Nachtmusik. 
He also gave music lessons and played at concerts. But 
despite this hard work and dedication his life had many 
ups and downs. Mozart spent money faster than he 
made it. He loved the high life, including fancy clothes 
and servants and was often anxious about his finances.

In July 1791, a stranger wearing dark clothes and a 
hood came to Mozart's house, asking him to compose 
a Requiem or a Mass for the Dead. Mozart was ill, but 
needed the money, so he agreed to do the work. As 
Mozart composed the piece, he had a vision that he 
was writing music for his own funeral. In fact, he died 
before the Requiem was finished. Mozart was 35 years 
old and had so little money that he was buried in an 
unmarked grave.

Grammar: participle clauses; determiners
Speaking: discussing art; summarizing the main points ofa film; debating 
Writing: a review of an event

1 0 A

Abstract nouns: talent

5 Study the highlighted words in the text. Then match 
them to definitions 1-8.

1 the quality of being new  and interesting
2 a picture in your imagination
3 doing well and becoming rich and famous
4 very great and unusual intelligence or ability
5 the way something is done or made
6 being fully developed
7 a quality that gives pleasure to the senses
8 giving all of your time and energy to something

6  Com plete the  sentences w ith  the  w ords in exercise 5.

1 Although Mozart was very young, he showed a lot of
when he performed in front of princes and kings.

2 There is much in Picasso's paintings. His ideas 
were often exciting and new.

3 I was impressed by th e ............and charm of Leonardo
da Vinci's M ona Lisa. She was a very attractive lady.

4 Michelango showed a lot of when he painted the 
Sistine Chapel. He worked 16-18 hours a day for four years!

5 Michelangelo's La s: Judgem ent shows the artist’s ............
o f heaven and hell.

6 The artist Andy Warhol founded Pop Art, a ............ of art
popular in the 1960s.

7 Albert Einstein was a natu ra l........... in mathematics. It
helped him develop the Theory o f  Relativity.

8 The Harry Potter series has been a great.............More
than 500,000 books have been sold.

insight Phrases with a n d

7 Match the words in A to the words in B. Check your 
answers in the text.

A alive sick trial pick ups far 
B downs well w ide tired choose error

8 Replace the words in italics with phrases in exercise 7.

1 At university you can freely select which subjects you'd like 
to study.

2 My grandparents are both still living and healthy.
3 I'm fed up with the weather. It's always raining!
4  I managed to find the right key to the door through 

trying repeatedly for success.
5 Dave had his good times and bad times, but despite this 

he was happy with his life.
6 W e  looked everywhere for our lost cat, but we couldn't 

find it.

9 SPEAKING Work in small groups. Imagine you could 
choose to be the best in one skill or ability. Which one 
would you choose and why?

singing acting painting j composing
playing an instrument solving mathematical problems
playing chess playing a sport inventing
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Vocabulary bank 10

The arts
1 Complete the table with the people below.

an actor an artist / a painter a biographer 
a composer ■ a designer a musician a novelist 
a playwright a poet a scriptwriter a sculptor 
a singer

Literature 1
1 writes biographies.
2 writes novels /fiction.
3 writes plays / comedies / tragedies.
4 writes poems / poetry.
5 writes scripts for films.

Performing arts

6 stars / has a role in a film / play.
7 composes / writes music.
8 plays an instrument.

gives a performance / a recital.
9 performs / sings a song / an aria.

Visual arts

10 paints a picture / a painting / a portrait, 
d raws/does a sketch.

11 ............... creates / does a sculpture, 
sculpts a work.
carves objects out of wood / stone, 
shapes figures out of clay.

12 designs dresses / furniture / posters.

2 Complete the headlines with the activities in exercise 1. 
Sometimes more than one answer is possible.

3 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Think of examples forthe 
people in exercise 1.Tell a partner.
Alfred Ainqer was a famous English biographer.

Organizing a festival
1 Match the verbs in A to the words in B to make 

collocations related to organizing a festival. Then 
match the collocations to the definitions.

A B
attend place
find a venue
run a performance
take a stall

appeal an event
hold a catering service
provide volunteers
recruit to an audience

appear on stage
get security
headline a good vantage point
manage a festival

1 arrange a public occasion
2 search for a place to hold an event
3 perform in front of people
4 be the main performer at an event
5 interest people
6 find a place where you can see everything
7 carry out procedures that keep people safe
8 find people to do unpaid work
9 sell things from a table or a small shop

10 be present at a play or a concert
11 happen
12 sell food and drinks at an event

2 Complete the text with the collocations in exercise 1.

The organizers of a music festival have a lot to think about
before they1......................... First of all, they have to fix the
date when they want the festival to 2........................ Then
they have to 3........................ that suits the season they have
chosen: indoor for the winter outdoor for the summer Next,
they have to speak to the bands they want to 4.........................
They need to book groups who 5........................ forthe
festival to be a success, but the big acts who 6.......................
can sometimes be expensive.They also need to take into
consideration how many people will 7........................ of the
bands. In a crowd, it can be impossible to 8.......................
to see the stage. In addition, they may need to contract a
company to 9....................... , so that people do not enter
without a ticket.They will need to contract another company
to 10........................ with food and refreshments forthe
ticket holders. A  cheaper option is to 11.......................
from the organizers'families and friends.These people can 
12........................ that offers sandwiches and soft drinks.

3 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Tell a partner about a 
festival that is held in your city or country.
I attended the performance of the Stone Roses in Heaton 
Park last month.
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1 Actor in London’s West End

2 Poet for Olympic Games

Composer for film soundtrack

M usician in  underground

5 Playwright about plane crash

6
P a in te r  o f  Q u e e n

Biographer of fam ous actor

8 ~  T
S c u lp to r  o u t o f  ice

9 Scriptwriter for Avatar sequel

Designer for millionaire’s wife

N ovelist set on planet M ars

12 Singer on balcony of hotel
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